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THE DENTAL RESEARCH CLINIC IN FLORIDA 
( As an Educational and Service Agency) 



These Guidelines covering the organization and operation of a Dental Research Clinic 

as an educational and service agency are reconmiended and approved hy the Florida ] 

Dental Society's special committee on Education of the Dental Assistant. 

A 

I. Introductory Statement 

For sometime memibers of the Florida Dental Society have recognized an increasing I 
demand for well trained dental assistants and a need for some means of provid- i 

ing post graduate professional education and research study^ for dentists. As | 

a resiilt of these two needs, members of four local dental societies have 
cooperated with their respective county boards of public instruction over the j 

past several years in developing dental assistant training programs and in op- | 

erating research clinics in relation to them. | 

The success of these two imdertakings, coi^led with the Increased interest | 

being shown in other commimities in establishing more dental assistant programs, j 

led to inquiries about the organization and operation of the dental research j 

clinic as an educational and service agency. 1 



Therefore, these materials have been developed by the staff of the Division of 
Vocational, Technical and Adult Education, State Department of Education, with 
the help of the Florida Dental Society's special committee on Education of the 
Dental Assistant and other dentists who have been closely sdlied with these 
programs. They are to accompany the 'Minimum Standards for Dental Assistant 
Educational Programs" which have previously been approved by the Florida Dental 
Society. 



The training program for dental assistants should provide educational experiences \ 

to develop competency in, all phases of (l) office and patient management, (2) | 

office laboratory procedures, and (3) chairside dental assisting. ^ 

] 

Carefully planned experiences in all of these areas for dental assistants students ] 
are essential. i 

. * ^ 

The Dental Research Clinic, as an educational agency, is organized specifically 
to provide the essential experiences under the immediate supervision of a quali- 
fied instructional staff. j 



Therefore, although there may be other ways that these esperiences may be made 
available to dental assistant students, the special committee of the Florida Dental 
Society considers the Dental Research Clinic approach as the preferred method. 

II. Purpose of the Dental Research Clinic 

The Dental Research Clinic exists for three purposes: 

1. To provide educational experiences for student auxiliaa^y personnel; 







a. TO provide contlnulnfi professional education and research «OTortnnl*l« 
for participating dentists; 



3 . TO provide dental care to selected Indigent persons consistent irlth 
the other tvo ohjectlvecr 



In fulfilling these purposes the dental profession renders an Invalua 
vice to the community. 



o 

ERIC 



Definition - A Dent^ "rth”dentea^80cle^/”lt*mu^^^e'llc^^^ ^ **>« 
organlaed by dentists of the ^ operated by the dentists vho 

Stlte B^rd of coo^r^lon ith the county 

S:rt‘:nubUc Inst^cSor^^^^^ county health and velf are ag«.cy. 






Kembershlp - Meabershlp in a ^Hlf 

dentists, vho are meinbers of th- FI . , training in an occiq?ation 

are interested in the developmen ° j^n a study group as a means cf 

supportive to dentistry, (2) vill ^ interested 

continuing professloMl eduction Md re ^ “ by accepting their profes- 
in rendering an Important service to the coimwi y y gervlce to Indigent 

slonal -sponsmilty for providl^ :i^bo^1^fra?“n and give a specified 
patients. Members sc^e the clinic vlth ti^nts according to a care- 

amount of time each month to tne care oj v,x ir 

fully planned schedule 



Ihe organization and S^g^cjtainS^^ ^ dentists 

primarily yxpon the leadership, tiurbiclnating dentists is necessary to 

If the lical society. A minim^ areaf a^cas of larger popula- 

^ mm m 



c. 



constitution and By-Laws - The sUe SSf “s* 

non-profit organization of a Constitution and ^-Laws 

membership Is to he governed ^ ^ ormonlzatlon. B»e following Articles 

adopted by the Dental Research Clinic orgwimi^ in 

mlSht be considered typical for such a Constitution. 






1 * The official name of the organization 

3! Se a^oritffM^ove^^Is the f 

5: s:: s?std 

5: ii ^rfo^mts^of 

l. Se provision for amending the Constitution 



The By-Laws for the organisation should provide for such procedures ns: 



k: srr«f .s?s‘oS>sv"r.‘s;r™ ».»««« ««««. 

3. Calling of meetings - regular and special 

t MvLS rSive Ccsmlttee for the Dental Hese«rch Clinic 
6« Dissolution of the organization 
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Sectionfl Within the Clinic - Pnrtlolpatlng dentlota In the Dental Reoeerch CllniO 
6ire unually divided Into oectlono roprcoentlng ftpeclallty groupfl* Bach section 
has a Chairman appointed by the Proaldent of the Dental Research Clinic. Sectionn 
vhlch may be reprenented In a Clinic are as follows: 



E. 



1. 


Crown and Bridge 


2. 


Diagnosis 


3. 


Endodontics 


4. 


Operative 


5. 


Oral Surgery 


6. 


Orthodontics 


7. 


Pedodontlcs 


8 . 


Peridontics 


9. 


Prosthetics 


10. 


X-Ray Technique 



me quality of section leadership Is a key to effective section programe and 
their educational value to members of the Dental Research Clinic. 



1 . 



2 . 



me Advisory or Executive Committee for the Dental Research Clinic - An Advisory 
or Executive Committee for the Dental Research Clinic should be appointed W 
elected In occoi'dance with the provisions of the Constitution and Ry-Laws of the 
organization. Mie committee has a three-fold purpose: 

To give counsel and advice to administrators of the public Bchool 
vocational or J\mlor College programs relotlve to the objectives, 
content, physical facilities, operation and evaluation of the 
dental auxiliary educational programs; 

To advise and assist in the planning and operation of the section 
study groTQ>s. for the participating dentists; 

3. To advise and assist In the over-all planning and operation 

Dental Research Clinic In relation to the service that la provided for 

selected indigent patients. 

To fuUrill this first function of an occupational advisory committee to the 
public school operated dental auxiliary programs, the members of the Research 
Clinic Advisory or Executive Committee should bis recommended to school offlciaia 
fpr appointment. 

The conq)oaitlon of the memberohlp of the Advisory Committee for the Dental Re- 
search Clinic may be determined In a number of ways. A general criteria for 
memberchin on this committee might be Individuals whose knowledge, Interest 
and active assistance would be of value In furthering the three-fold purpose of 
the conmlttec. Exanqsles of the composition of two functioning advisory commlttea 

In the state ore os follows: 






I. 



President, Secretory and Treasurer of the organization plus the 
Chairman of the Sections. 



2 . 



President, Secretary and Treasurer of the organization, Immediate 
post president of the clinic and two members of the Board of Directors* 

In addition to the regular members of the Advisory Ccmmlttee, selected school 
personnel should act as ex-off Iclo members, such as the local director of voc^ 
tlonal education or principal of the vocational school, the dean of ^ecl^lzeo 
services If the program is In the Junior College, and the school Instructional 

staff. 
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Bie te™ of office of the nen>bere of the Mvloory Caenittee should be specified 
In the By-Lnwa. 



IV, The Pentol Besoarch Clinic ee on Ed ucational and Service, 



In viewing the role of the Research cainlc as an educational and service agency, the 
foXXovln{{ premise 8 are estnbXit’hedi 

the organisation, operation and administration of the sectional study gro,® 
for participating dentists} 

c. The Board of County Commissioners through the 
to patients; 

B. These three agencies develop a plan of cooperative endeavor. 

V. She hental Research Clinic and I ts Bolatlonshlp to the . De j ^ , Asslatant Prog a 

The county Board of Public If 

organization and operation of the educational program lor aem 

The prlaary objective of this program Is f pJ^S'^ets^el" 

s-r.ss.sr-s sr :s,%ssrss“rrr.5.»a 

and (3) chairside dentaX asaistlng. 

n.. school representing the County Bfrd <>f Public 

the education of the student and ^t f f f on motion, tosrican 

of educational programs for “f, *. vjdu'atlon. State Bepartment 

Dental Association, and the State Plan for Vocatlo^ Mu^l^h ^usijflea 

of Education. The school is, to^a(* the course. The 

faculty- certified hy the State f ”®“* thf oWectlves of the 

faculty Is responsible f r dete^f ng the for planning. In 

proRrflxti Olid devdeping the ciix^rlculvnia It is • I? rel&ted 

?^t?on with the staff of the Dent^a Research 

Instruction and experience In chalrsldc discharg'd with 

ieet the objectives of the pro^am. 

rr^uar?oro?ra:":itb‘’^^^^^ - 

pubXic BchooXe 

A Physical Facilities - The over-all qmce to acconmodate 

taSu^ tSe cuSic wlU require not less than an area of ajOO sqpare feet 

and eliouXd provide for the foXXowlng: 



- 4 - 







V w-VM-ioet * -r 




X* Bcc^ptlon room fov pationfcs ein<l a GKiiXX bufllneas office# 

2 * X»Roy room (enclosed) cuid dark room adjoining. » a .%, a . 

3 . Operatorlea - Operatorieo may be open but it lo recanmended that 
they be partitioned to chest height with an observation platfoni 
in front of them. 

4. Sterilization and svpply areas. , ^ ^ 

5* Clinical laboratory, fully equipped vith adequate bench space for 

the participating dentists. . . x x ^ x 

6 . Library - Conference rooms* (For both dental assistant students 

and dentists use) , . , 1 . 

T* Classroom vith a desmonstration pperatory for dental assistant 

8 . Teaching laboratory with adequate bench space for average size class 
of dental assistant students for learning to pour molds, etc. 

9* Office space for fuU-tlme and part-time instructors. 

10. Restrooms for patients (MfrP). 



B. 



Equipping the Facility - The County Board of Public Instruction in its role 
of administering the educational program for dental assistants has tne re- 
sponsibility for providing the equipenent essential for these activities. 

This would include stondard classroom furnishings (chairs, black- 

boards, etc.) as well as equipment for the dental clinic and' laboratory . 



Ihe dentol qperatory units should be equipped 

for patient care and for the most efficient teaching^ the 

essary In the laboratory techniques to be learned. 

should Include equipment comparable to that found in private 

It should be in sufficient quantity to prevent loss ol time and interest 

while learning these techniques. 



County programs may 
type through grants 
of Education. 



request financial assistance to equip facilities of this 
of Federal funds \:pon application to the State Department 



Ihe equipment vhlch 1. the property of the County ^rfl of Public 
neeao to be Ih the clinic at oil tlmeo for 

be annually Inventoried in accordance with the Florida Statutes ond the 
county policy for all educational programs. 



Maintenance of the Educational Facility - Hie County Board of Public Ins n 
tlon is responsible for providing utilities (water, gas, ond electricity;, 
ionitorial service and maintenance of equipment. Those c^ndable oiqjpiies 
and materials, as well as replacement of equipment, essential *Jj® educa- 
tional program of the dental assistant, should ne the responoibiU y o 

the school system. 



D* Materials ^d SvrppUes Instructional Piuposes - 

visual aides and other items essential for the training of dental as^st^ts 
are cither furnished or arranged for by the school or the County Board or 
Public Instruction. 



The Dental Research Clinic As a Service Agency 

The Dental Research Clinic is basically responsible for the 

tlon of the clinic activities relating to services to patients. Usually the 

or a cenmittee (executive or advisor^ representing the organization ns set forth In 

the Constitution and By-laws assume responsibility for: 



A* Eotabllehlng the clinic operating policies for dental treatment of patients^ 
such as: 

1. Kinds of dental services to he rendered by the clinic. 

2. Records to be maintained such as: 

Oral diagnosis, history and treatment plan 
Waiver of liability form 

3 . IV>llcies relating to access, custody and retention of records 
consistent vlth legal responsibUlty. (Records are the 
property of the research corporation). 

B. Determining the staffing needs for operation of the clinic and establiahing 
a plan for meeting those needs to provide care to patients as agreed vpon. 

Ihese needs vould include both professional and clerical staffing, 

C. Preparing and submitting an annual budget covering general, operating 
expenses, laboratory fees, eiqpendable supplies, and clerical help for 
approval by the County Commissioners for the operation of the clinic 
and providing needed service to Indigent patients. 

D. Establishing a policy in relation to a fee system of charges for services 
rendered patients vhich vill reflect the value of services in relation to 
financial assistance received by the clinic. 

E. Determining the need for the purchase of additional cgul 3 poient in the (d.inic 
for providing dental services to pettients. 

P. Establishing the policy of handling of laboratory vork needed for patients. 

G. Establishing the policy for the scheduling of appointments. 

H. Applying for state sales tax and federal Income tax exeoption. 

V 

I. Establishing the policy for clinic hours for patient care in cooperation 
with school personnel and in accord with school policies. 

Vn. The Dental Research Clinic As a Teaching and Research Center for Participating Dentists 

The Dental Research Clinic is responsible for the organization and administration of 
the clinic to provide for section discussion and work groups through which continuing 
professional training is afforded to participating dentists. 

The Dental Research Clinic is responsible for establishirjg policies relative to 
the use of the clinic for educational purposes of the participating dentists# Sec- 
tion or speciality groups are organized in accordance with the provisions of the 
Dy-Davs of the organization. 

The activities of the Dental Research Clinic and the sections may include the follcw- 
ing: 

A. Recruitment of membership in the sections 

B. Orientation of new members to the clinic 

C# Preparation and sdieduling of section programs for discussion and work groups 
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D«. Developing research pro.^cctn 

£• Arranging for special consultants* participation In programs 

r. Financing the activities related to research and study group needs, In- 
cluding special items of equipment such as closed TV or library reference 

materials. 



Vm. Memoranda of Uhderstandlng and Agreement 

In view of the three fold purpose of the Dental Research 

tlonshlp of the primary responsibilities of the County Board Public In trw , 
the Dental Research Clinic and the Welfare i^gency, menoranto of understand^ w 
agreement are essential for the efficient and effective clinic management and opera 

tlon* 

It la essential for mutual understanding that significant ^ 

responsibilities of each organization be reduced to wrltlrg and X-,*-* 

organizations. Not only Is such Imperative for current operation bjrt to in^ 
continuity vhen there are changes In officers and personnel of iSSSdT 

tlons concerned. Ohe memoranda of understanding and agreement sh^ bo BuWct 
to review at the request of either party and be periodically reviewed to keep It 

up to date. 

Two baslo memoranda of understanding are needed: 

A. A memorandum between the County Board of PubUc Ihstructlon ^ 

Research Clinic relating to understandings and J® 

training of dental assistants and in the utlllaatlon of Avista 

facility for the activities related to study groups for professional dentiita. 

B. A memorandum between the Dental Research dlnic and 2 

the County Board of Coomlesloners, whichever Is 

responsibilities, policies, procedures and financial reaponslblUty in 
relation to dental care for indigent patients. 
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